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Superannuation assets up 21% 


The new Australian Bureau of Statistics publication, Assets of 
Superannuation Funds and Approved Deposit Funds reports that the assets 
of superannuation funds and approved deposit funds increased by 
$19,044 million or 21 per cent in the year to 31 March 1990, to reach 
$109,720 million. 


The publication also highlights the manner in which superannuation 
assets are invested. At 31 March 1990, $40,379 million, or 37 per cent of 
total assets, was invested in the statutory funds of life insurance offices, 
$32,237 million (29%) was invested directly and $37,104 million (34%) 
was invested through fund managers. 


The statistics were compiled from information collected in the ABS's 
Survey of Balance Sheet Information and from information provided by 
the Insurance and Superannuation Commission. 


Among other findings: 


O assets in Australia comprised 86 per cent of total assets and those 
overseas 14 per cent, 


1 investments in shares in Australian corporations accounted for 
24 per cent of assets and ownership of land and buildings in 
Australia 16 per cent, 


1 in the year to 31 March 1999, assets overseas increased by 
55 per cent, shares in Australian corporations increased by 
22 per cent and ownership of land and buildings increased by 
17 per cent. 


ASSETS OF SUPERANNUATION FUNDS AND 
APPROVED DEPOSIT FUNDS 


Value of assets al 


31 March 1989 31 March 1990 Percentage 
Class of asset — § million — change 
ee 
Assets in Australia 80,601 94,148 17 
Of which — 
Shares 21,810 26,651 22 
Land and buildings 14872 17,358 17 
Cash, deposits, bonds, 
loans and securities 36,512 40,756 12 
Other 7A07 9383 27 
Assets overseas 10,075 15,572 55 
Total assets 90,676 109,720 21 


For further information, order the publication Assets of Superannuation Funds and 
— _— Approved Deposit Funds (5656.0), or contact Jack Hyland on (06) 252 5384. 
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LABOUR FORCE, MAY 1999 
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Former workers return to the 
labour force 


An estimated 137,400 persons had re-entered the labour force after an 
absence of at least one year in the year ended May 1990. 


Approximately 85 per cent of these people were women ol whom 

77 per cent were between the ages of 25 and 44. Some 59 per cent ot 
women who re-entered the labour force had wanted to work again for 
‘financial reasons’, followed by “boredom needed another interest’ (15% 


These are among the findings of a recent Australian Bureau of Statistics 
survey which looked at the characteristics of persons who returned to 
the labour force after lengthy absences. It focussed on persons w ho had 
been out of the labour force for more than a year, and who had 

t 


reviously worked for a continuous period of at least twelve months a 
: F 
some earlier time 


A majority (77%) of women who had re entered the labour force were 
working at May 1990 with the remainder looking for work Of those 
working, 33 per cent had spent only 1 to 2 years out of the labour force 
since their previous Wb. 


Of the estimated 82,200 persons who re-entered the labour force and 
were working as employees, 69 per cent were working as part-timers 


Some 30 per cent of all re-entrants who last worked less than twenty 
years ago had worked as clerks with a further 24 per cent as 
salespersons and personal service workers 


Approximately 75 per cent of re-entrants who were currently working 
reported that it was less than 10 years since their previous job. 


Of those re-entering the labour force who had looked for work in the 
last twelve months, approximately 60 per cent experienced no difficulties 
in finding work. 


PERSONS WHO HAD RE-ENTERED THE 4 ABOUR FORCE 


MAY 1990 
Thousands 
Time since previous job Males Females Persons 
1-2 years 8 30.2 a8 
34 years 55 247 30,2 
5-9 years 44 29.0 43.4 
10 years or more 17 33.3 3 
Total 202 117.2 1374 


For further information, order the publication Persons Who Had Re-entered the 
Labour Force, Australia (6264.0), or contact Cheryl Trussler on (06) 252 6661 
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Reduced employment for women 


Labour force estimates for September 1990 show a small fall in 
employment and a rise in unemployment compared with August 1990. 


The fall in employment was mainly due to the reduced number of 
women in work, and was associated with reduced numbers of women 
in the labour force rather than increases 1n the number of females who 


were unemployed. 


The seasonally adjusted estimate of employed persons was 7,878,900, a 
fall of 14,300 since August 1990. The main components of the decrease 
were female full-time employment which fell by 7,100 to 1,969,300 and 
female part-time employment which fell by 5,900 to 1,285,000. 


The seasonally adjusted estimate of unemployed persons for September 
1990 was 633,600, a rise of 13,900 since August 1990. Males seeking 
full-time work rose by 8,800, while males seeking part-time work increased 
by 6,600. Female unemployment was relatively steady at 269,800. 


The seasonally adjusted unemployment rate continued its succession of 
rises since March 1990. The rate rose to 7.4 per cent in September. For 
males, the unemployment rate rose by 0.3 percentage points to 

7.3 per cent. For females, the rate was steady at 7.7 per cent. 


Seasonally adjusted, the labour force participation rate at 63.9 per cent 
was similar to the rate for August. While the male participation rate 
rose marginally to 75.9 per cent, the female participation rate fell by 0.3 
percentage points to 52.3 per cent. 


LABOUR FORCE SURVEY ESTIMATES 
Seasonally adjusted 


Employed 
i Unemploy- Partia 
Full-time Part-time Un- ment pation 
workers workers Total employed rate rate 
— 000 — — per cent 

1990 -— 
July 6,263.8 1,673.1 79368 3921 69 642 
August 6,232.4 16603 789.1 619.7 73 4.0 
September 6.2258 163.0 78789 633.6 74 63.9 


For further information, order the publication The Labour Force, Australia, 
Preliminary (6202.0), or contact Don Clark (06) 252 6525. 


Retail trade up — but trend still slow 


Australian retail turnover rose by 2.5 per cent seasonally adjusted in 
August 1990 following the fall of 1.2 per cent recorded in July. The major 
reason for this increase is the growth in the department store industry. 


However the overall trend at current prices remains weak, with growth 
averaging just 0.3 per cent per month over the last three months 
compared with a 0.4 per cent average over the past year. This growth is 
less than the Consumer Price Index (CPD which had an average 
monthly growth of 0.6 per cent over the year ended June 1990. 

Continued ... 
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On an industry basis, department stores, grocers and to a slightly lesser 
extent, hotels are showing moderate rates of growth in trend estimates 

over the past few months. Over the past twelve months however, only 

the grocers industry can be said to be maintaining that level of growth. 
See the table below for details. 


RETAIL TURNOVER 
Percentage change in trend estimates 
Ongunal — 
value Average monthly August 1990 
August 1990 increase for 3 months oper 
$ millon to August 1990 August 1989 
Grocers etc 2,066 08 78 
Hotels, liquor stores, 
licensed chabs 6 06 38 
Department and general stores 749 08 a8 
Clothing and fabrics stores 492 .2 13 


All retailers 6,986 03 45 


Retail trade in Victoria continues to decline recording seven consecutive 
monthly falls, averaging a decline of 0.3 per cent per month over the 
past three months with virtually no growth over the past year. 
Queensland is currently displaying no growth while South Australia is 
exhibiting very weak growth. The remaining states are showing weak to 
moderate growth rates. 


There are two possible explanations of the apparently strong growth in 
seasonally adjusted total retail sales in August. Firstly it is coming off a 
low base in July. Secondly the occurrence of Fathers Day on 2 
September may have led to slightly higher than normal trade in August 
It has, however, not been possible to verify from historical data whether 
the occurrence of Fathers Day in the early part of September has any 
impact on the August estimates. 


For further information, order the publication Retail Trade, Australia (8507.0), or 
contact Bill Powell on (06) 252 7442. 


This week in brief ... 


7 Imports 


Imports for August 1990 fell by $22 million to $4,200 million, a 
decrease of 1 per cent Compared with July 1990. 
Source: Imports, Australia, Monthly Summary Tables, August 1990 (5433.0) 


O Award rates of pay 


Over the 12 months to August 1990, the weekly award rates of pay 
indexes rose by 6.3 per cent for full-time adult males and 6.7 per cent 
for full-time adult females. 

Source: Award Rates of Pay Indexes, Australia, August 1990 (6312.0) 


© Wine sales 


In seasonally adjusted terms, total wine sales in August were 
21.5 million litres, a decrease of 6.6 per cent on July 1990. 
Source: Sales of Austratian Wine and Brandy by Winemakers, August 1990 (8504.0) 
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Inquiries 


The ABS supplies a wide range of 
statistical information: 


© through its bookshops 

O by mail order (including 
subscription) 

O by facsimile 

© electronically. 


To order any of the publications that 
appear im Statistics Weekly or to 
inquire about the statistics and 
services available from the ABS, 
contact Information Services at any 
of the offices listed below. An 
Information Consultancy Service in 
each office provides assistance of a 
more extensive or complex nature. 


ABS Central Office 
& PpoOBOX 10 
BELCONNEN ACT 2616 


(06) 252 6627 
FAx (06) 253 1404 


ABS State Offices 


T NSW (2) 268 4611 
Vic. (G3) 615 7000 
Qid (07) 222 6351 
WA (09) 323 5140 
SA (08) 237 7100 
Tas. (002) 20 5800 
NT (089) 81 3456 
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suggestions for improvement 
publication should be addressed 
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All the week’s releases: 
10 to 16 October 


al 
Catal of Historical Microfiche Series — Statistical Publications 
1901-1984 (1121.0; free) — new issue 


Australian Standard Classification of Countries for Socal Statistics 
(ASCCSS), 1990 (1269.0; $20.00) — new issue 


Statistics Weekly, 11 October 1990 (1318.0; $3.50) 
Demography 
Births, Aust., 1989 (3301.0; $10.00) 
Births, Tas., 1989 (3303.6; $5.00) 
National accounts, finance and foreign trade 
Imports, Aust, Monthly Sun.mary Tables, August 1990 (5433.0; $8.00) 
Assets of Superannuation Funds and ying Deposit Funds, Aust, 
March Qtr 1989 to March Qtr 1990 (5056.0; $10.00) — mew issue 
Labour statistics and prices 
The Labour Force, Aust., September 1990, Preliminary (6202.0; $8.50) 


Persons Who Had Re-entered the Labour Force, Aust, May 1990 
(6264.0; $10.50) 


The Labour Force, Aust. — Preliminary Data on Floppy Disk, 
September 1990 (6271.0; $60.00) 


Award Rates of Pay Indexes, Aust., August 1990 (6312.0; $8.50) 


Price Indexes of Materials Used in Coal Mining, Aust., August 1990 
(6415.0; $5.00) 


1988-89 Household Expenditure Survey, Aust: Household Expenditure 
by States and Territories, (6533.0; $15.50) 


Labour Force, SA, August 1990 (6201.4; $13.00) 


Agriculture 
Livestock Products — Meat, Qid, August 1990 (7204.3; $3.30) 


Secondary industry and distribution 
Production of Fibres, Yarns, Fabrics, Bedding and Floor Coverings, 
Aust., July 1990 (8360.0; $8.50) 


Production of Paper, Plastics, Paints, Industria] Chemicals and 
Detergents, Aust., July 1990 (8362.0; $5.50) 


Retail Trade, Aust., August 1990 (8501.0; $8.50) 


Sales of Australian Wine and Brandy by Winemakers, August 1990 
(8504.0; $5.00) 


Security/Protection and Other Business Services Industries, Aust., 
1987-88 (8673.0; $8.00) — new issue 


Building Approvals, NSW, August 1990 (8731.1; $8.60) 
Sawmill Statistics, Qid, June Qtr 1990 (8206.3; $3.30) 


Dwelling Unit Commencements: Smal! Area Statistics, Qid, 1989-90 
(8743.3; $8.00) 


Building Activity, Qid, June Qtr 1990 (8752.3; $8.00) 
Dwelling Unit Commencements by A ing Authorities, SA, 
july 4990, Preliminary (8740.4; $30) — 
Building Approvals, Tas., August 1990 (8731.6; $8.50) 
Unit Commencements Reported by A ing Authorities, 
Tas. july 1990 (8741.6; $3.30) —— 
Building Activity, Tas., June Qtr 1990 (8752.6; $8.00) 
Building Activity, ACT, June Qtr 1990 (8752.8; $8.00) 


Transport 
Motor Vehicle Registrations, WA, 1989-90 (9304.5; $5.50) 


Calendaz of key releases 
Expected releases over the fortnight to 30 October 1990 


Housing Finance for Owner Occupation, Australia, August 
1990 (5609.0; $8.00) 
Export Price Index, Australia, August 1990 (6405.0; $5.00) 


Price Index of Materials Used in Building Other Than House 
Building, Eight Capital Cities, August 1990 (6407.0; $9.00) 
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Price Indexes of Materials Used in Manufacturing Industnes, 
Australia, August 1990 (6411.0; $8.50) 

Production Statistics. Australia, September 1990, Preliminary 
(8301.0; $5.00) 

Building Approvals, Australia, September 1990 (8731.0; $8.50) 


Registrations of New Motor Vehicles, Australia, September 
1990, Preliminary (9301.0; $4.00) 


Go Private New Capital Expenditure, Australia, Actual and 
Expected Expenditure to June 1991, June Quarter 1990 
Survey (5626.0; $8.50) 


Price Index of Materials Used in House Building, Six State 
Capital Cities and Canberra, August 1990 (6408.0; $3.75) 


Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing Industry, 
Australia, August 1990 (6412.0; $6.00) 


The latest ... 


Changes to key State indicators — consolidated to 
16 October 1990 


| 


(March gtr 907" W.1 -135 56 177 -53 -352 na ne -24 
Retail turnover (August 90) 
(trend estumate) 60 03 45 §2 51 76 na o7 45 
New motor vehicle 
registrations (August Ot -102 -129 10 -34 -82 133 28 ~168 ~ 40 
Number of dwelling unit 

(August 0) «=«-M2 -237 -37 -16 -23 -113 -M5 BO 44 
Value of total building work 
done June gir 90) 20 -54 -263 40 -159 -155 -60 -77 -75 
Employed persons 
eptember 90° oo -03 29 «-05 15 us 22 25 os 
Capital dty consumer 
price index Qune gtr 90) al 7 66 67 36 62 64 69 77 
Average weekly carnangs (ful- 
ume adult ordinary ame) 
(May 90) “@ +» wf Se 63 he 
Population (March 90) OB 3 28 10 26 w -01 20 8 
Room in boensed 
howls and muotels, etc 
(March qr ©) 7 ul 38 69 -13 23 «-12~=«-70 26 


* Seasonally adjusted except for NT and ACT. t Seasonally adjusted except for Tas, NT and ACT. 


The latest ... 


Key national indicators - consolidated to 16 October 1990 


Porcentage change (a) on 


Seasonally Prenous Corresponding 
Pernod Orginal adjusied periad = persed last year 
G ys ~. # $m » 
308s — cuITERt prices June 91,183 93,579 o4 $6 
=> 1964-83 prices . “ 62512 64 S02 os 
aoe pce 
New eapenditure — current Sm June qr 90 6,990 6657 -$3 -93 
— ]WR4-&S prices . e% $288 S03 -46 2? 
Expected new capital Siu months 
en 2 to Dec 90 14,807 na na -16 
Reuil mover — current F pec a: August 90 6.986 .180 25 60 
— 1984-85 prices _ June gir 90 14,300 14.796 -03 la 
New motor vehicle sireuons no. August 90 $0,111 46.430 - 8&0 147 
Sem unit eer s = August 90 11,417 10,933 46 - 106 
Value of all building approvals Sm 4 2,036 1,840 68 -97 
Value of votal building work done 
— current prices 2 June qu W 7,064 1,077 ~69 -75 
— 1984-85 prices 4 = 4.484 4,493 - 14 ~128 
Manufacturers’ sales = June gir 9 36,329 35,201 -30 23 
Expected manufacturers’ Six months 
sales to Dec. 90 75,399 na na 46 
Labour 
Employed persons 000 = September 90 7,925.5 7878.9 -02 9 
U rac ¢ *% = 73 74 0.1 13 
Participauion rac t x . 642 6.9 ~O1 04 
Job vacanacs goo August 90 481 496 -13 - 283 
Average weekly overume 
per hours Be 12 13 -~65 17.6 
Prices, profits and wages 
Consumer price index 1980-81 = 100.0 June qu 90 207.4 na 16 7 
Price index of matenals used in 
manufacturing industnes 1984-85 = 100.0 July 90 116.4 ne 0.2 ~ii 
Price index of Sees penteend 
by manufactunng siry 1988.89 = 100.0 July 90 108.6 na 03 4} 
Company profits before moome tax $m June qu 90 3,356 3,634 ~108 -283 
Aver Lege a 4 
(Full-time adults; ordinary time) $ May 90 $34.10 na 18 66 
Interest rates (b) (monthly average) 
bank bills t % per annum August 90 13.75 nha -10 - 42 
10-year Treasury bonds t be 13.50 na o4 06 
Balance of payments 
Exports of merchandise $m August 90 4.206 4,130 -31 46 
if of merchandise 2 . 4,565 4178 -- 14 
on merchandise wade (c) > Ss - 359 —45 nn oa) 
Balance of and services (c) : . - 781 ~ 412 62.2 626 
Balance on current account (c) = : - 1,811 ~ 1,497 -i74 284 
Terms of trade (d) 1984-85 = 100.0 June gir 90 ne 104.9 1.7 ~43 
Foreign investment 
Net foreign debt Sn 30 June 90 124,528 na. -03 133 
Net foreign liabsliues ’ 161,820 na 0.2 a4 
Exchange rates (monthly average) 
$US per SA August 90 0.8088 na 20 61 
Trade weighted index May 1970 =100.0 . 614 na 0s 3.7 
Other indicators 
Population (resident at end of qtr) milhon Mar. 90 17.0 ns 04 L$ 
Overseas visitors 2 ‘000 June 90 157 20! 5.6 wo 


(a) Based on seasonally adjusted figures where avalabie (b) Source: Reserve Bank of Australia, (c) Ror percentage changes, @ minus Sign indicates an 
TO Sign Means a decrease in the defict or an increase in the surplus Ii he ruse of the peice of pods and services for exporss to that 


ap Tl ccs 
h t«. is shown ip terms of ts. _ = not available. 
Sores » SS pabttedone na ev 


Figures have been from a variety of A may be obtained from Information Services (see page 6) 
Some of the figures shown ry, some final, and some are revisions of previously published figures. Users should check the latest relevant 
pubbcation or with the ABS tion Services uf the status of the statusc is important. 


The ABS should be acknowledged as the source wher reproducing or quoting ary part of this publcaton. 


Primed by R.D. RUBIE, Commonwealth Gowerrenen Prinier, Canberra 
© Commarecsith of Aumraie 190 


2013180°310904 


Recommended revii price: $3.50 ISSN 1033 9640 


